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I 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 


FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  DECEMBER  31st,  1898. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  to  you  my  First  Annual  Report  of  the 
Vital  Statistics  and  Sanitary  condition  of  the  City  of  Ripon,  for  the  year 
ending  31st  December,  1898. 

I  have  received  and  filled  up  the  usual  Returns  from  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  and  the  West  Riding  County  Council,  copies  of  which  are 
annexed  hereto.  I  have  also  shewn  in  these  Returns  the  deaths  in  Public 
Institutions  apart  from  the  rest  of  the  City  and  also  the  number  of  deaths 
oocuring  in  the  City  of  persons  not  belonging  thereto. 

A  summary  of  these  Returns  gives  the  following  particulars,  namely  : 

Births. 

During  the  year  1898  the  number  of  Births  registered  was  192  (an 
increase  of  five  on  the  previous  year),  of  which  90  were  males  and  102  females, 
giving  a  Birth-rate  of  25T  per  1000.  Of  these  16  were  illegitimate  (the  same 
number  as  in  1897),  6  being  born  in  the  Union  Workhouse.  This  gives  a  per 
centage  of  8-3  for  illegitimate  births.  The  Birth-rate  for  the  West  Riding  for 
1897  averaged  30‘5  per  1000. 
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Deaths. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  registered  within  the  City  in  1898  was 
148,  71  males  and  77  females.  Of  these  eleven  occurred  in  the  Workhouse, 
four  in  the  Cottage  Hospital,  and  one  in  the  Fever  Hospital  (of  a  person  not 
belonging  to  the  City),  leaving  132  for  the  remainder  of  the  City.  The 
Death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  City  was  19  3  per  1000,  and  exclusive  of 
Public  Institutions  17*2  per  1000.  There  were  7  deaths  of  non-citizens 
during  the  year,  the  Death-rate  exclusive  of  these  being  18-5. 

The  Death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  City  for  1897  was  153  per  1000. 
The  Death-rate  for  the  whole  of  the  West  Riding  (excluding  the  five  County 
Boroughs  of  Leeds,  Bradford,  Sheffield,  Halifax  and  Huddersfield)  in  1897 
ranged  from  245  per  1000  to  7-9  per  1000,  the  average  for  the  County  being 
17'4.  The  Death-rate  for  the  five  County  Boroughs  was  19 "2,  and  for  England 
and  Wales  17 ‘4. 

Infant  Mortality. 

Of  the  deaths  for  the  last  year  26  occurred  in  Infauts  under  one  year 
of  age,  being  at  the  rate  of  135  per  1000  of  the  Birth-rate — the  rate  last  year 
was  74-8  per  1000.  In  the  West  Riding  for  1897  the  average  was  151,  in  the 
five  County  Boroughs  184,  aud  in  England  and  Wales,  156. 

Mortality  at  Groups  of  Ages. 

The  mortality  in  the  City  last  year  included  36  children  under  5 
years  of  age  ;  7  between  5  and  15  ;  4  deaths  occurred  betweeu  15  and  25  ; 
39  between  25  and  65;  aud  61  in  persons  of  65  years  of  age  and  upwards. 

Zymotic  Diseases. 

During  the  year  there  were  eleven  deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases.  Of 
these  six  were  from  Diarrhoea,  one  from  Croup,  two  from  Whooping  Cough, 
and  two  from  Typhoid  Fever.  Of  the  deaths  from  Diarrhoea  five  were  in 
children  under  five  years,  aud  occurred  in  the  months  of  September  and 
October,  when  probably  owing  to  climatic  conditions  Diarrhoea  was  very 
prevalent  throughout  the  West  Riding,  and  had  assumed  an  epidemic  form. 

I  would  here  like  to  remark  that  the  public  can  greatly  assist  in  the 
prevention  of  this  class  of  disease  by  due  attention  to  certain  precautions,  by 
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seeing  that  their  houses  and  surroundings  are  kept  in  a  proper  state  of  clean¬ 
liness,  by  the  avoidance  of  overcrowding,  by  taking  care  that  the  ashpits  and 
iniddens  are  kept  dry,  and  are  regularly  and  systematically  emptied,  and  by 
giving  notice  to  the  Sanitary  Inspector  when  such  is  required,  and  more 
especially  by  seeing  that  no  animal  or  vegetable  refuse  finds  its  way  into  these 
receptacles.  Anything  of  this  kind  should  always  be  burned  and  not  left  to 
rot  and  become  offensive  and  injurious  to  health. 

Of  the  deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever  one  occurred  in  the  Fever  Hospital, 
in  a  case  brought  in  from  the  Rural  District,  and  one  in  the  City.  In  this 
latter  case  the  disease  was  probably  contracted  elsewhere.  The  death-rate 
from  Zymotic  Diseases  was  P4  per  1000,  the  rate  for  the  preceding  year  was 
•3  per  1000. 

During  1897  the  death-rate  in  the  West  Riding  from  Zymotic  Disease 
was  2  97  ;  in  the  five  County  Boroughs  2*65  ;  in  England  and  Wales  2U5. 

Though  the  death-rate  from  Zymotic  Disease  shews  an  increase  on  the 
preceding  year,  it  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  in  other  towns,  and 
our  record  in  thi3  respect  is,  I  think,  a  very  satisfactory  one. 

Other  Diseases. 

During  the  past  year  there  have  been  from  Phthisis,  4  deaths ;  8 
deaths  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis  ;  20  from  Bronchitis  ;  16  from  Heart 
Disease  ;  8  from  Influenza  ;  5  from  Pneumonia  ;  and  4  from  Injuries. 

Infectious  Diseases. 

During  tbe  past  year  I  bave  received  only  3  notifications  of  Infectious 
Diseases,  and  these  were  all  Typhoid.  This  is,  I  believe,  the  smallest  number 
of  cases  since  compulsory  notification  has  been  in  force.  They  all  occurred 
during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year,  so  that  over  a  twelvemonth  passed  by 
without  any  case  of  Infectious  Disease  being  notified.  This  is,  I  think,  a 
matter  for  congratulation,  especially  as  in  some  neighbouring  districts  infec¬ 
tious  complaints  have  been  very  prevalent. 

In  1897  the  number  of  notifications  was  14. 

The  first  case  of  Typhoid  notified  was  contracted  away  from  Ripon. 
This  case  unfortunately  proved  fatal.  Upon  receipt  of  the  notification  I  went 
immediately  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  inspected  the  premises  where 
the  cases  occurred,  and  saw  that  every  precaution  was  taken  to  check  the 
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spread  of  the  complaint,  and  that  the  premises  were  put  in  a  proper  sanitary 
condition. 

I  should  here  like  to  remark  that  in  one  case  where  the  house  was 
supplied  with  water  by  a  well  I  had  samples  of  this  water  and  also  of  a  neigh¬ 
bouring  well  analysed,  and  the  analysis  shewed  that  the  water  was  not  safe 
for  drinking  purposes,  especially  in  the  latter  instance.  Now  on  previous 
occasions  water  from  both  these  wells,  which  are  surface  wells  of  no  great 
depth,  had  been  tested  and  found  satisfactory,  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  the 
water  in  wells  of  this  description  is  liable  to  contamination  from  time  to 
time,  from  surface  drainage  or  from  other  sources,  such  as  a  defective  drain  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  may  prove  a  source  of  danger  to  the  public  health. 
In  both  these  cases  the  towns’  water  has  been  laid  on,  and  with  such  a  good 
supply  of  pure  water  as  we  have  in  Ripon  I  should  always  recommend  owners 
of  property  with  surface  wells  to  avail  themselves  of  the  town  water  wherever 
it  is  feasible. 


General  Remarks. 

No  case  of  unsound  meat  being  exposed  for  sale  was  reported. 

I  have  received  no  complaint  of  offensive  trades  being  carried  on  in 
the  City. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year,  in  view  of  the  outbreak  of  smallpox 
at  Middlesborough  and  its  spread  to  other  places,  it  was  thought  desirable 
that  I  should  issue  a  notice  to  the  public  calling  attention  to  the  precautions 
to  be  taken  against  the  disease,  and  offering  on  behalf  of  the  Sanitary  Commit¬ 
tee  vaccination  free  of  charge  to  those  citizens  desiring  it,  whose  circumstances 
might  make  payment  of  the  usual  fee  a  burden  to  them.  I  may  here  state  a 
fair  number  of  persons  availed  themselves  of  this  offer.  I  also  made  a  special 
visit  to  the  common  lodging  houses  in  the  City  to  caution  the  occupiers  to 
lose  no  time  in  reporting  to  me  any  suspected  case  of  infectious  disease 
amongst  their  lodgers.  Fortunately  the  complaint  was  not  imported  into 
Ripon. 

In  the  early  part  of  the  year  in  company  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
I  made  a  systematic  inspection  of  all  the  cottage  property  in  Ripon,  and  have 
since  then  made  inspections  as  occasion  required. 
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I  discovered  many  Sanitary  defects  in  the  dwelling-houses  and  their 
surroundings,  and  these  have  been  in  almost  every  instance  made  good. 
Several  cases  of  over-crowding  were  detected  and  have  been  since  remedied. 
There  appears  to  be  a  dearth  of  decent  cottages  at  a  reasonable  rent,  but  I 
observe  with  satisfaction  that  more  cottage  property  has  been  built  during  the 
past  year.  This  has  been  occupied  at  once  and  I  feel  sure  that  there  is  a 
great  demand  for  the  same. 

As  the  moral  as  well  as  the  physical  well-being  of  the  working  classes, 
more  especially  of  the  younger  members  of  the  community,  is  dependent  to  a 
great  extent  upon  their  environment,  I  consider  that  this  question  of  the 
proper  housing  of  the  poor  should  have  special  attention,  and  I  would  commend 
it  to  your  consideration. 

The  Cow-sheds,  Dairies,  and  Slaughter-houses  have  all  been  visited  by 
me  and  inspected.  The  Slaughter-houses  on  the  whole  were  in  good  con¬ 
dition.  The  question  of  a  Public  Slaughter-house  has  already  been  before  the 
Council.  There  is  no  doubt  that  if  the  City  possessed  one  there  would  be 
greater  facilities  for  the  proper  inspection  of  meat,  and  the  sale  of  diseased  or 
unsound  flesh  would  be  rendered  impossible.  The  prevention  of  Tuberculosis 
I  have  alluded  to  later  on,  but  I  may  say  that  the  late  Royal  Commission  on 
the  subject  was  very  definite  on  the  point  that  the  flesh  of  Tuber-cular 
animals  is  unfit  for  human  food. 

Towards  the  end  of  the  year  I  made  a  special  visit  of  inspection  to  the 
Cow-sheds  in  company  with  the  Sauitary  Inspector.  I  found  some  of  them 
much  over-crowded  and  otherwise  in  an  unsatisfactory  condition.  The 
Council  have  under  consideration  New  Regulations  with  regard  to  the  Cow¬ 
sheds  and  Dairies,  and  are  awaiting  communication  from  the  Local  Govern¬ 
ment  Board  in  respect  to  these.  I  would  recommend  that  all  the  Cow-sheds 
should  be  registered  anew,  and  that  proper  regulations  with  respect  to  cubic- 
air  space  and  cleanliness  should  be  adopted.  It  is  now  an  established  fact 
that  Tuberculosis  in  its  many  forms  is  an  infectious  disease,  communicable 
from  one  being  to  another,  and  that,  though  heredity  plays  an  important  part 
in  pre-disposing  to  the  disease,  and  the  child  of  consumptive  parents  is  more 
likely  to  fall  a  victim  thau  the  offspring  of  the  healthy,  still  the  tubercle 
bacillus  or  germ  must  be  introduced  into  the  system  from  without.  Science 
nas  proved  that  human  and  bovine  tuberculosis  are  one  one  and  the  same 
disease  produced  by  the  same  germ,  and  therefore  the  risk  to  health  from 
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partaking  of  the  milk  of  a  tuberculous  cow  is  very  real,  and  also,  though  in  a 
less  degree  for  various  reasons  the  partaking  of  the  flesh  of  a  tubercular 
animal.  The  spread  of  bovine  tuberculosis  is  favoured  by  the  over-crowding 
of  the  animals  in  confined  sheds,  the  specific  microbe  being  present  in  the 
discharges  from  the  lungs,  bowels,  &c.,  of  the  affected  animals,  and  thus 
infecting  others.  Hence  the  importance  of  proper  air-space,  ventilation,  and 
cleanliness.  I  would  recommend  that  a  regular  and  systematic  inspection  of 
the  Cow-sheds  should  be  made  and  that  the  Regulations  and  Bye-laws  with 
regard  to  them  should  be  stringently  enforced. 

Seeing  that  the  Prevention  of  Tuberculosis  is  one  of  the  foremost 
questions  of  the  day  and  that  one  can  hardly  take  up  a  newspaper  without 
observing  some  reference  to  the  “  Crusade  against  Consumption,”  it  behoves  all 
Sanitary  Authorities  to  take  what  precautions  are  possible,  and  in  every  way 
to  safe-guard  the  supply  of  milk  to  the  public. 

I  have  attended  the  meetings  of  the  Sanitary  Committee  and  have, 
when  requested,  given  advice  on  matters  affecting  the  public  health. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  R.  GREEN, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

To  the 

Mayor,  Aldermen,  and 

Citizens  of  the  City 

of  Ripon. 
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CITY  OF  RIPON. 


Population 


Males 

Females 


Inhabited  Houses  (1891) 

Uninhabited  ,,  „ 

Houses  Building  ,, 

Area  in  Statute  Acres 

Persons  to  an  Acre  . 

Total  Deaths  for  1898 
Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases 
Total  Death-rate  per  1000  per  annum 
Births  :  90  Males,  102  Females 


3440 

4072 

- 7512 

1655 

147 
12 

1580 

4-7 

148 
11 

19-3 

192 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths  in 
Public 
Institutions. 

Total 

Deaths. 

Death-rate 
exclusive 
of  Public 
Institutions. 

Total 

Death-rate. 

Deaths  from 
Z3'motic 
Diseases. 

Deaths  under 
one  year. 

Deaths 
over  sixty 
years. 

1878 

223 

25 

170 

21-3 

24-9 

31 

36 

58 

1879 

242 

20 

180 

23-5 

26-4 

12 

38 

60 

1880 

222 

18 

163 

213 

23-9 

12 

39 

55 

1881 

219 

13 

131 

16-1 

17-9 

9 

23 

52 

1882 

229 

18 

137 

16-1 

18-3 

6 

27 

54 

1883 

217 

26 

136 

14-6 

18-1 

6 

23 

51 

1884 

243 

18 

147 

17-1 

19-4 

4 

35 

55 

1885 

200 

14 

118 

13-7 

15-5 

9 

11 

55 

1886 

227 

12 

157 

19-1 

20-7 

21 

29 

66 

1887 

229 

16 

166 

19-6 

21-7 

8 

37 

62 

1888 

223 

16 

145 

16-8 

18-9 

21 

38 

39 

1889 

232 

20 

143 

16 

18.7 

9 

22 

57 

1890 

207 

18 

129 

15-3 

171 

10 

25 

52 

1891 

178 

16 

154 

18-5 

20-5 

4 

26 

66 

1892 

189 

26 

173 

195 

23 

6 

22 

81 

1893 

184 

14 

166 

20 

22  T 

26 

25 

57 

1894 

186 

13 

140 

17 

18-5 

6 

31 

50 

1895 

208 

8 

122 

15 

161 

8 

25 

43 

1896 

196 

16 

132 

15-2 

17-4 

17 

25 

60 

1897 

187 

14 

117 

13-5 

15-3 

3 

14 

60 

1898 

192 

16 

148 

17-2 

19-3 

11 

26 

68 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE  SANITARY 

COMMITTEE. 


Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  pleasure  to  submit  to  you  my  Report  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  the  Sanitary  Department  of  this  City  for  the  year  ending  December, 
1898,  and  also  a  comparison  with  the  previous  year 


Summary  of  Work  Done. 


Total  number  of  visits  to  properties  (representing 

1898 

1897 

460  houses) 

220 

200 

Total  number  of  nuisances  found 

161 

112 

Complaints  of  nuisances  received 

66 

62 

Notices  served 

45 

19 

Verbal  notices  given  .... 

Visits  made  to  houses  with  reference  to  Infectious 

116 

93 

Diseases  .... 

4 

14 

Cases  removed  to  the  Hospital  .... 

2 

4 

Nuisances  removed 

161 

101 

Summonses  taken  out ... 

None 

1 

It  must  be  remembered  that  one  notice  serveJ  or  given  verbally  repre¬ 
sents,  in  many  cases,  several  nuisances,  and  therefore  the  number  of  nuisances 
removed  are  much  larger  than  shown  in  the  above  table. 

At  the  commencement  of  the  year  there  were  17  nuisances  uncarried 
out.  Since  then  161  have  been  reported  and  161  have  been  removed,  leaving 
17  still  to  carry  out.  The  following  table  shows  the  nature  of  the  nuisances 
reported. 


Nature  of  Nuisances. 

1898 

Sinks  disconnected 

14 

Defective  Drains  re-constructed 

16 

,,  „  repaired 

29 

9 


Nature  of  Nuisances. 

1898 

Brought  forward  from  page  8 .... 

59 

Defective  ashpits  repaired 

14 

,,  ,,  re-constructed 

3 

Privies  converted  into  w.c’s . 

5 

Defective  roofing  and  spouting  .... 

6 

,,  w.c.’s 

10 

Structural  defects  in  houses 

5 

Nuisances  from  animals 

5 

Untrapped  gullies 

16 

Dirty  houses.... 

17 

Overcrowding 

12 

Houses  unfit  for  habitation 

7 

Defective  pavements  .... 

2 

Total 

161 

The  following  are  a  few  of  the  principal  private  Sanitary  improvements 
which  have  been  carried  out. 

(1)  Mr.  Raper  has  repaired  the  cottages  in  Queen’s  Head  Yard,  by 
enlarging  small  bedrooms,  fixing  new  skylights  for  better  ventilation,  fixed 
new  spouting  and  downpipes,  and  pointed  the  external  walls  and  roof,  also 
asphalted  the  small  yard  at  the  end  of  cottages  near  ashpits. 

(2)  Mrs.  Rainfortli  has  re-constructed  the  ashpit  at  her  property  Nos. 
3  and  4,  Skellbank. 

(3)  Mr.  J.  Grayson  has  re-constructed  the  ashpit  and  privies  and  re¬ 
paired  the  drain,  also  fixed  trapped  gulley  at  Grayson’s  Court. 

(4)  Miss  Hargrave  has  re-constructed  ashpit  and  built  a  new  privy  at 
15,  Bondgate. 

(5,  6,  and  7)  Mr.  H.  Moss  has  laid  a  new  drain  to  his  property,  Bond- 
gate  Green,  re-constructed  and  cemented  manure  pit,  and  put  in  several 
trapped  gullies. 

He  has  also  fixed  several  trapped  gullies  to  his  Skellbank  property,  also 
covered  in  an  ashpit  at  Nos.  10  and  11,  Low  Skellgate. 

(8)  Mr.  C.  Trees  has  covered  and  cemented  several  ashpits  in  Ostcliff’s 
Court  and  St.  Agnesgate,  abolished  a  foul  cesspool  and  disconnected  a  sink. 
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(9)  The  Yorkshire  Varnish  Co.  have  pulled  down  5  old  cottages  in 
Low  St.  Agnesgate,  and  built  6  new  ones  on  the  same  site.  These  houses 
were  in  a  delapidated  condition. 

(10)  Mr.  W.  Harrison  has  re-constructed  privy  and  ashpit,  disconnect¬ 
ed  2  sinks,  fixed  several  gullies  in  lieu  of  brick  cesspits,  and  repaired  defective 
drain  at  his  property,  Allhallowgate. 

(11)  Mr.  R.  Garbutt  has  laid  new  drains  to  Grebby’s  Court,  and  fixed 
several  trapped  gullies  in  lieu  of  untrapped  cesspits,  also  a  new  drain,  trapped 
gullies  and  several  repairs  to  Rumbold’s  Yard. 

(12)  Mr.  R.  Williamson  has  carried  out  extensive  sanitary  improve¬ 
ments  to  his  property,  viz.  : — At  No.  11,  Low  Skellgate,  he  has  laid  a  new 
drain,  abolished  privy  and  ashpit,  built  new  w.c.,  and  provided  dust  bins.  At 
Borrage  Cottages  a  new  drain  has  been  laid,  privy  and  ashpit  abolished,  and 
substituted  w.c.’s  and  dust  bins.  At  the  stables,  Sunny  Bank,  he  has  laid  a 
new  drain. 

(13)  Mr.  J.  Tennant  has  laid  a  new  drain  to  several  cottages  in 
Stonebridgegate. 

(14)  Lord  Ripon  has  carried  out  sanitary  improvements  at  18,  High 
Skellgate  by  laying  a  new  drain,  gullies,  and  concreting  the  yard.  At  No.  15, 
Westgate,  he  has  disconnected  drain  which  passes  through  house,  abolished 
gulley  inside  house,  disconnected  sink,  and  fixed  ventilating  pipe.  At  the 
Studley  Royal  Hotel  he  has  cemented  out  the  ashpit,  and  spouted  and 
repaired  buildings. 

(15)  The  Wellington  Brewery  Co.  have  laid  a  new  drain  to  house, 
disconnected  a  sink,  put  in  new  w.c.  and  yard  gullies. 

(16)  Mr.  S.  Lingford’s  Devisees  have  laid  a  new  drain  and  built  cesspool 
at  Yorecroft. 

(17)  Mr  Robinson  has  laid  a  new  drain  and  carried  out  several  other 
improvements  at  Swincliffe  House. 

(18)  Mrs.  Bruce  has  abolished  a  privy  and  ashpit  at  No.  2,  High 
Skellgate,  and  substituted  a  w.c.  and  dust  bin,  repaired  drain  and  fixed  new 
gullies. 

(19)  Mr.  Mawson  has  put  in  new  w.c.  and  disconnected  drain,  also 
carried  out  sanitary  improvements  at  No.  3,  Princess  Terrace. 
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(20)  Mrs.  Parkin  has  relaid  a  drain  at  Redshaw  House,  disconnected 
sink,  and  fixed  new  gullies,  &c. 

(21)  Messrs.  Parker,  Gricewood  and  Rajer,  have  laid  a  new  drain  to 
their  property  in  the  Market  Place,  at  a  cost  of  about  £20. 


Sanitary  Work  for  1898  (continued). 

The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  ashpits  cleansed  during  the 
year,  and  the  number  of  loads  collected. 


Month. 

Ashpits. 

Loads. 

January 

169 

227 

February 

190 

224 

March 

182 

280 

April 

211 

228 

May 

240 

301 

June 

186 

230 

July 

162 

201 

August 

214 

234J 

September  .... 

246 

2484 

October 

224 

2431 

November 

193 

205i 

December 

174 

201 

12  Months 

2391 

2824 

M 

The  total  Number  of  ashpits  cleansed  during  the  year  has  been  2391, 
as  against  2100  last  year,  or  a  difference  in  favour  of  this  year  of  291  ashpits. 
The  whole  of  the  orders  for  cleansing  ashpits  were  worked  up  at  the  end  of  the 
year.  The  Contractor  started  with  a  clear  book. 

The  number  of  ashpits  within  the  City  is  as  follows  : — Ashpits  with 
privies,  580  ;  Dry  ashpits,  270  ;  Dust  bins,  58.  13  ashpits  have  been  abolish¬ 

ed  and  galvanized  dust  bins  substituted.  These  are  emptied  at  least  once  a 
week. 


12 


Street  Scavenging. 

The  table  given  below  shows  the  work  done  in  this  department  : — 


Number  of  streets  swept 

4180 

Area  (in  yards) 

1,135,080 

Number  of  streets  watered 

4040 

Loads  of  water  used  for  same  .... 

2520 

Loads  of  sweepings  gathered 

1820 

Number  of  gullies  emptied 

3200 

In  addition  to  above  there  is  the  sweeping  of  the  Market  after  Market 
Day  and  Cattle  Fairs. 

Flushing  Sewers. 

There  are  9f  miles  of  sewers  in  the  City,  or  thereabouts.  At  the  ends  of 
4  branches,  viz.,  Borrage  Lane,  Borrage  Green  Lane,  Bondgate.  and  the  west 
side  of  the  Market  Place,  there  are  automatic  flushing  chambers.  At  the 
head  of  all  other  new  sewers  there  are  disc  valves.  During  the  summer  the 
whole  of  the  sewers  have  been  regularly  flushed,  by  putting  down  the  disc 
valves  at  the  head  of  tne  sewers  and  filling  the  manhole  from  the  towns’  mains. 
In  addition  to  this  where  disc  valves  are  placed  along  the  line  of  sewer,  these 
valves  are  put  down,  which  hold  back  the  sewage  for  some  time,  and  when 
raised  help  to  flush  the  sewors. 

The  following  new  sewers  have  been  constructed  during  the  year  :  — 

From  Duck  Hill  along  Water  Skellgate,  Somerset  Bow,  Belle  VueBoad, 
Belle  Vue  Terrace,  Black  Swan  Yard,  into  the  01 J  Black:  Horse  Inn  Yard. 

From  tne  Commissioner’s  Yard,  near  Bondgate  Green  Bridge,  across 
King  Street,  along  Wellington  Street,  to  the  Horse  and  Jockey  Inn. 

From  the  junction  of  Water  Skellgate,  through  Duck  Hill  to  Kirkgate, 
along  Kirkgate,  through  the  Unicorn  Yard,  to  existing  sewer  from  Queen’s 
Head  Yard. 

In  order  to  relieve  the  low-lying  sewer  during  storms  and  save  pumping 
storm  water  at  the  Gas  Works,  a  surface  water  drain  has  been  laid  from  the 
North  Boad  alongside  Albion  Terrace  to  the  Biver  Qre.  also  along  Magdalen’s 
Boad  to  the  Alms  Houses. 
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A  new  subsoil  drain  has  also  been  laid  alongside  the  Sewage  Farm. 

30  Sets  of  Plans  have  been  submitted  for  approval,  as  follows  ; — 

7  Villas  3  Stables  1  Steam  Laundry. 

12  Cottages  2  Warehouses  5  Additions  and  Alterations. 

There  are  in  the  City  11  Common  Lodging  Houses  registered,  12 
Slaughter  Houses  registered,  and  8  Slaughter  Houses  licensed,  42  registered 
Bakehouses,  and  29  registered  Dairies,  Milk  Shops  and  Cowhouses. 

Several  notices  have  been  given  to  property  owners  to  clear  away  rub¬ 
bish  and  vegetable  matter  deposited  on  the  banks  of  the  river,  and  to 
discontinue  the  practice. 

The  Slaughter  Houses,  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Milkshops,  and  Bakehouses, 
have  all  been  inspected,  also  the  Workshops  reported  by  the  Inspector  under 
the  Factories  and  Workshops’  Act. 

I  am.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

W.  EDSON, 

Sanitary  Inspector. 


